
Once you have been assessed for your Public 
Access Test (PAT) it is important to keep up with 
your training. You must be assessed for public 
access every 12 months and it is not a given that 
you will pass every year. If you have been in the 
mindDog program for a few years, PAT changes 
are required, so might the requirements of what is 
needed from you to pass a particular area of the 
PAT. As these changes are made, the PAT sample 
on our website will also be altered.

Public Transport 

It is important that you provide your assessor with 
videos of your dog using public transport if you 
would like to be ticked off for it on the PAT. Mass 
Transport is important to cover, if you wish to fly.  
You will need to travel on as many forms of public 
transport as possible and provide your assessor 
videos of you boarding, travelling and alighting 
each one. New videos must be supplied each 
year for your PAT. 

Flying 

If you plan to fly with your dog, there are quite 
specific requirements. These include - 

•	 Going up and down open metal stairs.

•	 The dog laying quietly while travelling in a 
small space – such as the passenger footwell 
of a car.

•	 Your dog must be comfortable in very busy 
environments – such as Saturday morning at 
a supermarket surrounded by people pushing 
trolleys. 

•	 Your dog must have a reliable stand/stay for 
the metal detector, and a sit or stand stay 
while someone runs a metal detector over 
you. This can be practiced using a wooden 
spoon.

•	 Have a solid toileting on cue is needed. Most 
city airports now have a dog toileting area. 

These behaviours will have to be practiced with 
a trainer, and video evidence of all of the above 
shown to your assessor. 

Treats

It is important that you have a treat pouch and 
high value treats when you are out with your dog 
in a mindDog vest. If you are unsure of the use 
of the food or the timing of food delivery, you 
will need to have a session with a trainer who can 
help you. When out and about with your dog it is 
best to have a backpack rather than a hand held 
bag – which tend to swing in dogs faces when 
you are leaning over to give a treat or interact 
with your dog.

Mat Training

It is also desirable for all dogs to have mat 
training. A mat is useful any time you require 
your dog to lie quietly. It tells the dog where you 
want them, and what they are to do. Mats are 
also useful for keeping any shed hair off the floor 
of places you visit. Light towelling bathmats with 
a rubbery under are the best, they don’t slip on 
smooth floors, are usually cheap and easy to fold 
up and carry with you. 

How your dog is feeling is of paramount 
importance when you are out and about. Signs 
of discomfort must be recognised and acted 
upon. Dogs are not to be unwillingly forced into 
any situation. If you are having difficulty, please 
consult a trainer. Either your assessor or mindDog 
can advise of your nearest trainer, and there will 
be an associated cost for sessions. 

When you are out in public you are a 
representative of the mindDog organisation. It is 
important to maintain your training to a standard 
that allows you the privilege of taking your dog 
where others cannot. We owe it to these amazing 
dogs. 
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